(A)Welcome to the 18/19 MFIP overview video.  This video was made to highlight the most important information from the overview.  

(B)This video will answer the following crucial questions.  What is the 18/19-year-old MFIP program, why do I need to attend the overview, and what are my options.

(A)Let’s start with the easiest one.  The 18/19 MFIP education program was created to help 18/19 year olds on MFIP obtain a high school diploma or GED so that they will be able to transition to work and reduce or eliminate dependence on public assistance.  

(B)MFIP is not a way of life!  It’s here to help us get by, get through and get up!  The answers to why you need to attend and overview and what your options are will help explain how it all works.  You can stay in the program until you are twenty or graduate from high school.

(A)Also did you know that MFIP stands for Minnesota Family Investment Program?  Who is Minnesota investing in and why?  Well Minnesota is investing in you.  They know that in order to have a healthy society everyone must have their needs meet, however, it’s not healthy to be dependant upon the state.  The hope is with the financial help/assistance from MFIP you can concentrate on school now so that in the future you will be better prepared for a job to support yourself and your family.

(B)The next question probably has been your first question since you’ve arrived.  Why am I here?  Or - Why do I need to attend an overview?  The easy answer is: you have to be at this overview because you are 18 or 19 and you are on MFIP.  More than that - you have options.  You are here because you need to know your options.  A thorough explanation of what your options and rights are is necessary in order for you to make the best choices for yourself and your family.  

Let’s take a look at your options.  You can choose the work option or you can go to school.  Without a doubt going to school is the best option.  Here’s why.  If you choose the work option the 60-month time limit for receiving MFIP benefits begins to tick and the money you make on your job will be counted toward your MFIP grant.  Which means the more money you make at your job the less money you will get from MFIP.  While you may be saying “Isn’t that the point, I want to make more money so I can get off MFIP.”  You have to realize that the more money you make the closer you are to being put off MFIP and its supports which include food stamps, medical insurance and child care.  While it is everyone’s hope that you become independent and able to support yourself and your family the truth is without a high school education there are few jobs which pay enough for you to provide this {kind} of support for your family.

Your other choice is the school option.  Now going to school has many benefits.  While you are in school the 60-month clock does not tick as long as you are not in sanction. The money you make while you work will not count against you, and of course you are getting your education, which will help you as you transition into independence.  To help further explain this is Amelise.  Amelise is the 18/19 MFIP Education Counselor.

[AMELISE INTERVIEW] 
We also have Student.  Student is a recent graduate at Broadway High School, a Minneapolis Public School for pregnant and parenting teens.  Student used MFIP to support herself and her new family while she went to high school.  While in high school she studied to become a CNA.  She now works full-time and supports herself and her family with her new job.

[STUDENT INTERVIEW] – [We want Student to reiterate the above statements in her interview.]

As mentioned earlier choosing the school option has many advantages.  One of the advantages is having a supportive team whose goals include your success.  The main person on your team is your educational counselor.  With your educational counselor you will create an educational plan which will be tailor made to fit your strengths and abilities.  {You will also have an employment counselor}  Your financial worker will help ensure you are getting all the benefits you are entitled to.

What’s the catch right?  There is no catch, but there are requirements.  The first is you have to be enrolled in school.  The school you choose needs to fit your skills and abilities. The second is you have to attend school at least 80% of the time.  Don’t worry, there is room for excused absences such as medical appointments and family emergencies.  Amelise will explain further.

[AMELISE INTERVIEW]
How can the 18/19 program help you stay in school?  Amelise and Andrea are here for you.  They are dedicated service providers working solely for 18/19 year olds on MFIP.  Besides counseling they can provide you with bus tokens, assistants with childcare  - which is important now with new rules limiting the amount of days your child can be absent from childcare in a year, and guidance on how to stay out of sanction.  

Sanction?  Sanction is a decrease in your benefits due to non-compliance.  Basically, when you aren’t doing what you are supposed to be doing you get punished in your wallet.  So things like not going to orientation, not attending school 80% of the time, or not following your education plan which you will set up with your education counselor will lead to a sanction.

There are six easy ways to stay out of sanction:  Attend the overview and write an Education Plan with your Education Counselor.  Second, follow the Education Plan agreed to by you and your Education Counselor.  If you plan on making any kind of changes to your education such as a change of schools or programs within a school you must get approval from your Education Counselor before the change. Third, attend school at least 80% of the time each month.  That’s missing four days or less each month.  Fourth, make sure the school attendance clerk receives and records your excused absences.  Doctor’s notes, court orders or notes from your parents are important.  Fifth, turn in your attendance-tracking sheet by the first of each month.  And finally turn in you academic progress report of GED progress report at the end of each school Semester.  The report is mailed with your attendance form.  Following these six simple steps will help you in the long run.

The 18/19 MFIP Education Program is a great program set up to help you succeed while in high school.  Plan carefully today.  For today’s plans are tomorrow’s foundation.

